Articles – Elementary / Pre-Intermediate
a/an and the
a / an

We use a/an when we talk about one thing from a large group of things

e.g.
She lives in a big house.


A girl phoned this morning.


Clive is an English name.

To talk about something for the first time

e.g.
There’s a kitchen and a living room
the

We use this when we talk about something, when we know which thing or person
e.g.
The kitchen is very big and the living room is small
Used when there is only one (you know which one)

e.g.
The President


The Alps


The weather

a/an 

means ‘one of a group’ , or when we talk about something for the first time
the 

is used when you know which one, or when we talk about something again
For example

There is a cat and a dog outside. The cat is black and the dog is big.

In the first sentence, we talk about the cat and the dog for the first time, so we say a.
In the second sentence, we know which cat and dog, so we say the.
